Y oo ) axao aubl au>g) Jlgsi

au bl au>g, Jlgdi
) o>

Once I saw the devil lying in wait outside the cell of my disciple ".
said a sagacious elder. "So I cast an eye inside to see what my
disciple was doing. He had the Holy Scriptures open in front of him
and was plunged deep in study. As soon as he closed the book
and “ended his reading, the devil rushed in to tempt him .
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"The sacred writers of the Old and New Testaments, with the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, authored books," said a certain
elder. "The Fathers took care to apply the writings in their lives .
The next generation knew them by heart. But those of modern times
have copied them and shut them away in libraries ".
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"Come, my child, and taste of the blessed life of obedience," Abba
Moses told a young man who was ready to follow the monastic
life. "In this life, you will find humility, strength, joy .
patience, and forbearance. Within it, contrition is born and love
blossoms. It aids the good monastic disciple to keep all of the
divine commandments throughout his life ".
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Likewise, Abba Iperechios calls obedience the invaluable treasure of
the monk: "Let him who has attained it be assured that his prayer
will always be heard and will be presented with boldness at the
altar of Him Who was obedient even unto death ".
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Again, Abba Rouphos says that greater glory awaits the monk who is
obedient to an elder than the hermit who lives by his own will in
the solitude of the desert.
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There are three things especially pleasing to God," said Abba
Joseph the Thebite. "Ilinesses suffered with patience, works done
without ostentation and for His love only, and submission to a
spiritual elder with perfect self-denial. This last thing will gain
".the greatest crown
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Once some elders went to visit Abba Antonios. Along with them was
Abba Joseph. The Great Father, to test them, chose a certain written
maxim and asked each of them, one by one, to tell its meaning. So
each one began to explain it according to his understanding

.You did not find its meaning," he answered each of them"
.Then came Abba Joseph's turn

What do you have to say about this, Joseph?" Antonios the Great"
.asked him

.I do not know of such things," he replied"

Abba Joseph gave the correct answer," the holy one then said"
.marveling at Abba Joseph's humility
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